
THE BEST PLANTS  
TO GROW IN CONTAINERS

PLANTS EXTREME SUN SUN SUN-SHADE SHADE

EDIBLES

Bush beans

Compact tomato

Dwarf bush cucumber

Eggplant

Lettuce

Peas

Pepper

Potato (in potato planter)

Radish

Greens

Short carrot

HERBS

Basil

Chervil

Chives

Cilantro

Dill

Lavender

Oregano

Parsley

Rosemary

Sage

Tarragon

Thyme

ANNUAL FLOWERS

African daisy

Ageratum

Alyssum

SUN EXPOSURE LEGEND

Recommended:    Tolerated:    Avoid: 



Annual geranium

Bachelor’s button

Begonia

Calendula

Calibrachoa

California poppy

Celosia

Coleus

Dahlia

Dianthus

Euphorbia

Four o'clock

Fuchsia

Gaillardia

Heliotrope

Impatiens

Lantana

Lobelia

Marigold

Nicotiana

Petunia

Portulaca

Salvia

Verbena

Wishbone flower

Zinnia

PERENNIALS

Aster

Begonia

Bergenia

Cistus

Columbine

Coneflower

Coral bells

Dead-nettle

Stork’s bill

Fern

Geranium

Hens & chicks
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Hosta

Hyssops

Iceplant

Lady's mantle

Lamb's ear

Lily of the Nile

Lilyturf

Masterwort

Mexican daisy/fleabane

Mexican feathergrass

Pheasant’s tail grass

Phlox

Pincushion

Sedum

Succulents

Veronica Speedwell

Wallflower

Wormwood

FLOWERING VINES

American wisteria

Cardinal climber

Clematis

Honeysuckle vine

Pothos

Purple bell vine

Sweet potato vine

Wild potato vine

Yellow butterfly vine

Notes:

• Most “sun” plants could grow in extreme all-day sun if well watered and sheltered from extreme winds.

• Indoor tropical plants can be brought out but most should be considered as sun-shade plants, until acclimated.
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